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Dear Judy and u im* ' I 

I was ao glad to hear from you la^t night and my mind then was ao much on othor 
matters I completely forgot something I’d intended writing w im about. Of course I wa3 
also pleased that you found the affidavit to be of worth. 

When you phoned X was in the middle of a delicate letter to a psychiatrist who has 
an interest in the CIA’s records on their mind-bending work, hopefully of tho past. I 
h n d hoped to meet thi3 man this week but as when I was down there in Juno developments 
forced mo to end my trio to the west coast at mid-point: the other people I hoped to see 
had to be away. 1 was on to this nefarious specieB of "patriotism” years ago because of 
a secret Warren Commission reoord I obtained. Then it tufcned out tliat the man who was 
killed, perhaps the first known of those killed in these experiments, was a local man 
whose older son X knew when he was in high school. So, because it seems to have some 
relationship to the major thrust of my work X decided to obtain all that 1 could not 
for my own present writing but to leave as an archive for the future, available to all* 

But it is costing! X have thousands of pages already and have given others access to 
them. Those I think will not draw craay conclusions# But at tho time the financial drain 
got to be too heavy the CIA started to stonewall and withhold those records* I can t 
press them to live within tho law until I can pay the charges for the copies* about 82,000 
for what X do not have. 3o* when you called* X was asking the doctor to whom I’ve p30vcen 
but have never mot, the one to whom I’ve given copies of all I’ve received, if ya lie would 
advance the coot of my getting the copies so I could copy them before sending them on to 
him instead of the other way around as it has been to now. It was, for rae at least, a 
delicate matter and my mind was much on it when the phone rang. 

One of the things I’d planned for when X was there in Juno and was not able to get 
to because I went to Hew York was to try to find and speak to Dr* Tom Shires to see if 
ho would give mo a simple affidavit to hse in this case. 1 t is about this that I’d intended 
to write supersale omn Jim* 

I’ll explain, beginning with the suggestion that you read tho excerpt from his 
deposition I have on p* 174 of Whitewash. 

Dr* Shires was chief of surgery but he was at a medical mooting* I think in Galveston* 
was rushed back and although he was not in on the Vonnally surgery* at least not at the 
outset* ho was the doctor in charge of Gonnally's case and recovery* Specter deposed him 
in Dallas* I believe that because Specter did not like what Dr* Shire3 was really saying 
he saw to it that Dr* Shires was not called before the Commission womboi’S* One of the 
things Specter did not like is this quote from Shires’ testimony* I believe there is more 
and that Specter did not find it possible to turn Shires around, as when Shires expressed 
confidence in Gonnally’s awareness when Connally recounted what he recalled. Gonnally’s 
recollections counter the ^©port’s conclusions* 

So* at the least or minima, on affidavit from Shires stating what this excerpt from 
his testimony states, would be helpful in this case because from the official account of 
the crime that fragment in Gonnally’s cheat* mentioned nowhere in tho Report or anywhere 
else in the 26 volumes* has to have come from Bullet 599* A his bears very hard on the 
testing and comparisons of teat results the reports of which X seek in this Freedom of 
Information suit, again not for mv writing because I’ll not have time to v?rite more on 
that aspect but to make available to all tho people, free, and in the interest of estab- 
lishing truth and fact* 

I believe Dr* Shires may know more and I am more of the belief that from his professional 
experience he may have opinions that should weigh* heavily before an honest court. Ono is 
whether or not there were or could or should have been other fragments that v/ere lost either 
as the bullet left the cheat or in cleansing the wound. My interest here in in presenting 
to tho court evidence or weight loss by ^ullet 399* And in this connection any estimate 
Shires can now provide of oither the size or the weight of the fragment he saw in the iUrays. 
Here, whether or not for him, you may want to go ov^r again what I have in Post Hortem 
in tho Commission efforts to avoid the significance of tho fragment in Gonnally’s thigh 



by seeing to it that they had A -r ays without Kirkland's honest interpretation of them# 

I don't know if Spires has or had records that would show what I'm interested in learning 
and presenting to the court* Specter cut all of that off and out cf the record. 

So, and now I have to rush having had a call from a student who is coming for help, 

I'd like to ask Shires, if he is still there, i£ ho is willing to provide an affidavit 
that can be as simple a 3 this excerpt from his testimony and if there is more that ho 
know s that can be relevant tc the amount of metal in that or other wounds because this 
relates very much not only to the tosts that wore required but to motive in withholding 
them when I've be;>n trying tc get then for more than 12 years. 

If lie i3 unwilling to talk lot mo know, don't push him. I'll see if 2 can get someone 
else to put in a good word and then try again. 

I've heard nothing from Buddy Walthers 1 or Alan Bweatt's widows so I suppose that 
on their own they arc reluctant to get involved# ^either letter wq 3 returned so * know 
they were received# 2 also know I had the correct addresses# 

I've also tried, through someone 2 also did not have time to look up, that Judge 
brown's newer wife has what records he had and the son did not and could not get them# 

The son is a lawyer and is known tc this other friend, who did spoak to him# 

If there had been time 1 had wanted to apeak to Dra. Gregory and Jenkins# Jenkins 
did spook to friends and associates and his family at the time of the crime# If I can 

got down there again and not bo interrupted perhaps I can make efforts with them# The 

time Perry and Carico apoko to r»o I ran cut of time and money. 

I will probably interrupted in the word I'm taking an older and more experienced 
person's liberty in addressing to those two beautiful and promising young women you have 
down there who have made decisions about continuing their formal education so reminiscent 
of my own experience and jay own errors when 2 was their age. It vtgs a little different 
with ms because that wa3 in tho Great depression days, my father had died, and X had to 
help tte family aa the only sou and the oldest child# X did not finish college# There 
were times when I could have done this at night but I failed to do it. Later, after 
World War II, I did try and it was not possible# I've regretted it much. 

In my own case I will not put those fine young ladies on by moire presenting to them# 

I do not believe that if 1 had obtained my degree it would liavo made any difference in 
my earning capacity. I also will not misrepresent to them and tell them it would have 
prepared m for what I am not prepared for# r that x can attribute any ponny I'va ovtsr 
earned to what I did learn in college# Therefore other reasons that for moot people, 
especially women, a college degree is in today’s world a minimum need. I do not know what 
if anythin you have told them but I hope, even if I repeat, that they will consider 
what I suggest to them. 

Tho modern world is one in which those of their age who do not hnv© doubts and are not 
troubled have to have something wrong With bliem. The world is not as it should be. Tho 
problems their g miration faces should not exist. If your girls wore without doubts and 
troubles there would bo something wrong with them. If they have doubts and are troubled 
it is a good sign, a sigh. that whether or not they have been able to put it all together, 
given thoir as yet limit d exp- rlnce with life as it is, they cannot accept what really 
is not acceptable to good people. The worry I have is that baaed on what t.oy may not 
rocogni&o as experience tiiat is too limited they may make wrong decisions, au I did, and 
come to regret them lntor and find, an I did, that it then is not possible to rectify them. 

Faced with decisions it may appear easier to thorn to quit school and go to work and 
©xpdet that marriage and a family are hot far away. If this in tho case and if tliey liavo 
long andhappy marriages and never work outside the horns there is a hotter than good chanco 
that in time they will mis” not having completed college, miss what one looms in college, 
most people \}o place else, and that thoir children in turn will bo limited by what they 
cannot impart to the children not having acquired it themselves. 

However, tho marriages that do not survive have come to bo a large part of all 
marriages. When this happens tho women ore only too often at a great disadvantage in 
making their own way3 and starting new lives. If they have children this is greatly 
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magnified because in virtually all eases the responsibility for t e children falls on 
women* kven if they are fortunate and do not have financial burdens# which ia not true 
in moat cases# it is extremely difficult for women than, is much sore difficult if 
they ere not prepared to follow careers that in and cf themselves are rewarding and can 
produce a good income, 

/mother consequence of women not being well prepared for independence is that the 
time can come when they want to be independent or ore forced to try to te> and are not 
able to be. Under such conditions a college degree is virtually a minimum today# what 
a higli-school education was four or five decades ago. Those who can make good livings 
today and have nooio security in it and do not* ii&ve good formal educations are a small 
and exceptional mi noil ty of those who have special talents and bavg learned to use them. 

In such cases it is generally after some considerable difficulty, t does not often, come 
either spontaneously or easily, 

I have known ro any woman whoso livsa were suddely empty when their children grew 
up and loft home and started lives of their own. The husband was working all day and 
aside from keeping the house there was little for them to do. They wore not prepared 
for assuming worthwhile employment# work they find interesting, I have also know those 
©ho were virtually reborn when tfcay no longer had the responsibility for their plowing 
children and# with happy marriages# found worthwhile ways of spending their days 
in useful jobs. To ovoid the emptiness that can com preparation at a younger aye is 
really necessary. It is not wasy as some of our friends are doing# going back to collage 
with children or after the children ora grown# especially if tha marrjUige has broken. We 
ere having dinner ton! gilt with friends where the woman lias only recently completed 
college end is nofc ing graduate school# With three kids it has been and is rough on 
her, /mother friend who is an exceptional man has found it possible to shift his work to 
night3 so that when the third child, an infant, is old enough his vdfe can return to college 
for the year hero degree requires, But this v?lll not be nearly as oasyfor her as if site 
h d delayed the first child for that year. 

Aside from the many practical considerations which have universal application among 
those suited for college and without another skill# like say & legal secretary, there 
i3 the broadening of the cultural base that can come from a goodliboral arts education 
hw teller or not it is designed to make bettor employment possible. Life is fuller end 
richer with this to draw upon. This is something we do not readily see when we are young# 
impatient# at loo~3 ends and often feeling the rushing of hot blood. 

Oner, of the fow advantages of accumulating years is tho accumulations of experiences 
on which one can draw* One of the disadvantages is that it often is not possible to cOiranuni- 
Cato the meaning of t h*ese experiences to those who are younger, I do hope those two very 
I rooislng young womon can give their futures dispassionate and deep consideration at thl3 
time when# whether or not they can now recognize it# they are determining and controlling 
much of what their futures can be, X wish them all of and only tha beet# 

os I do all of you# £xcuac th^ haate and typoa. 



